
Preliminary scientific report 

Regarding the implementation of the research project 

Investigation of strategies for enhancing predictive validity in personality assessment 

PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0161 

 

 

The 2014 activities can be divided into three main categories: activities focused on the 

development of an international research network, activities focused on the revision of 

manuscripts submitted in 2013, and activities focused on data collection.  

 

Activities focused on development of an international research network 

Between 22 April and 22 May, I visited Professor Remus Ilieș, at the Management 

Department within the Business School of the National University of Singapore. Professor Ilieș 

is one of the most performant Romanian researchers within the social sciences domain. He 

authored more than 200 manuscripts indexed by Web of Knowledge, that gathered more than 

2000 citations in Web of Knowledge, more than 3700 citations in Scopus, and more than 8600 

citations in Google Scholar. The MBA program of the NUS Business School was ranked 4th in 

the world, in a rating conducted by Financial Times in 2014. Also in 2014, NUS was ranked 

22nd in the QS World University Rankings, and in the 101-150 position in the Shanghai 

University classification. The purpose of this visit was to disseminate the research activity 

conducted on the present project. During a month, I had the opportunity to interact with 

Professor Ilieș and his collaborators, and to discuss  about more or less divergent research 

activities. Also, Professor Ilieș offered me feedback regarding the ideas of the present research 

project, and regarding the ideas of future research projects. The time spent at NUS was the most 

productive of the entire year: in relative short time I revised two meta-analyses, among which 

one is already accepted. 



Between 15 and 19 July 2014, the manuscript corresponding to Objective 1 of this 

research project was presented at the most prestigious European conference on psychology of 

personality. The co-author of the manuscript (dr. Paul Sârbescu) had the opportunity to discuss 

with participants interested by our research, and he collected valuable ideas which we included 

in the revised version of the manuscript.  

 

Activities focused on the revision of manuscripts submitted in 2013 

In the 2013 yearly report, I mentioned three manuscripts submitted for publication. In the 

first months of 2014 (January and February), two manuscripts received revise and resubmit 

decisions, and one manuscript was rejected following the peer-review. Consequently, most of the 

activity of 2014 was focused on the revision of these three manuscripts.  

At the end of this  year,  I can report the following research papers as main author, in 

which the project is mentioned in the Acknowledgements section: 

 2 articles accepted in ISI journals with impact factor of  2.48 (JOOP), and 1,226 

(IJoP) 

o Maricuțoiu, L.P., Sava, F.A., & Butta, O. (2014). The effectiveness of 

controlled interventions on employees' burnout: A meta-analysis. Journal of 

Occupational and Organizational Psychology. doi:10.1111/joop.12099; 

o Maricuțoiu, L.P., & Crașovan, D. (2014). Coping and Defense Mechanisms: 

What are we assessing? International Journal of Psychology. 

doi:10.1002/ijop.12113.  

 1 published conference proceeding, indexed by ISI Proceedings; 

o Maricuțoiu, L.P. (2014). A meta-analysis on the antecedents and 

consequences of computer anxiety. Procedia – Social and Behavioral 

Sciences, 127, 311-315. doi:10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.03.262.  

 1 article published by a journal indexed by three international databases; 

o Maricuțoiu, L.P., & Paloș, R. (2014). Adaptation of the Thinking Styles 

Inventory (TSI) within a Romanian student sample. Romanian Journal of 

Applied Psychology, 16, 20-24.  



 1 presentation of the project’s results at a large European conference (17th European 

Conference on Personality – 15-19 iulie 2014, Lausanne, Elveția); 

o Maricuțoiu, L.P., & Sârbescu, P. (iulie 204). The relationship between faking 

and response latencies: a meta-analysis. Poster presented at 17th European 

Conference on Personality – 15-19 July 2014, Lausanne, Elveția. 

In addition to these outcomes, the contribution of this project is mentioned in an article submitted 

for publication at European Journal of Psychological Assessment (FI = 1,250) 

 Maricuțoiu, L.P., & Sârbescu, P. (submitted). The relationship between faking and 

response latencies: a meta-analysis. Manuscript submitted for publication.  

Based on this results, I can state that I achieved all objectives regarding the publication outcomes 

of this project. 

 

Activities focused  on data collection 

In the previous annual report, I mentioned the collection of data from 120 participants, as 

an intermediate stage for achieving the second objective of this project. Last year, I estimated 

that another 200 participants will be needed, in order to reach an acceptable level of 

generalization.  

O2. To identify the existing commonalities between the three solutions for increasing predictive 

validity. 

Deadline for manuscript submission: the 24th month (May, 2015) 

Degree of accomplishment: 60% 

In 2014, I added another 123 participants to the dataset, and I intend to finalize data 

gathering in January 2015. Data collection was conducted using the Inquisit Web platform 

purchased in 2013. I have also started to work on the theoretical background, but without the 

final dataset it is difficult to estimate whether the final results will be good enough to ensure the 

publication of the manuscript in a high impact journal.  

 



Conclusions regarding the 2014 activities 

 Most 2014 activities involved the revision of manuscripts submitted in 2013; 

 The manuscripts accepted (2 ISI articles), and the manuscripts published in 2014 (1 

ISI proceedings, I BDI) are achieving 100% of the publication outcomes assumed by 

this project. All manuscripts mentioned this project in the Acknowledgements section; 

 When accepted, the manuscript which is under review (Maricuțoiu & Sârbescu, 

submitted) and the manuscript for the second objective will enable exceeding the 

objectives assumed in the research project proposal. 
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